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HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD
APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK OR HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATION

New Designation X__for: Historic Landmark X Historic District
Amendment of a previous designation

Please summarize any amendment(s) Request for determination that property does not meet the DC
Landmark Criteria

Property name _Safeway Grocery Store
If any part of the interior is being nominated, it must be specifically identified and described in the narvative statements

Address 4865 MacArthur Boulevard, NW

Square and lot number(s) 1389/25

Affected Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3D

Date of construction 1941 Date of major alteration(s) 1956
Architect(s) Carroll Meigs Architectural style(s)
Original use __Grocery Store Presentuse _ Grocery Store

Property owner _NAI Saturn Eastern, LL.C

Legal address of property owner 11555 Dublin Canyon Road. Pleastanton. CA 94588

NAME OF APPLICANT(S) _ NAI Saturn Eastern, LL.C

If the applicant is an organization, it must submit evidence that among its purposes is the promotion of historic preservation in the
District of Columbia. A copy of its charter. articles of incorporation. or by-laws, setting forth such purpose, will satisfv this
requirement.

Address/Telephone of applicant(s) 11555 Dublin Canyon Road

Pleasanton. CA 94588

Name and title of authorized /q‘presentati{c Timothy McNamara. Senior Real Estate Manager
i

e Date ’l/'%’/%"/x

Signature of representative |-~u“t’{\\ ﬂ :

I
Name and telephone of autho \St“app‘is?{'\lm Timothy McNamara: 301-918-6502 -
- Date received _14‘{:‘?!@\%’
(9 =07 HPOsaw —_ g

L |

Office of Planning. 1100 4™ Street. SW. Suite E650, Washington, D.C. 20024 (202) 442-7600 fax (202) 442-7638



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only
categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on
continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).

1. Name of Property

historic name  Safeway

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 4865 MacArthur Boulevard not for publication
city or town  Washington vicinity

state DC code county code zip code 20007

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this ___ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property __ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___national ___ statewide __local

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property __ meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government




4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that this property is:

___entered in the National Register __determined eligible for the National Register
___determined not eligible for the National Register __removed from the National Register

___other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

X | private X | building(s) 1 buildings
public - Local district sites
public - State site structures
public - Federal structure objects

object Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)
COMMERCE/TRADE Grocery Store COMMERCE/TRADE Grocery Store

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)



foundation: Concrete

walls: Brick

roof:  Slag

other:

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Safeway located at 4865 MacArthur Boulevard, NW in Washington, DC is a a simple rectangular building that
is utilitarian in presentation with undistinguished architectural character. Initially constructed in 1941, the
building was almost doubled in size in 1956. The main block of the masonry building measures approximately 90’
wide along MacArthur Boulevard by 130’ wide. This block is formed by the original block and the 1956 addition,
which extends from the original block to the northwest and increased the width of the street facade by
approximately 40 feet. A rear addition, which spans the entire width of the building, is irregular in form, and was
added at some point between 1964 and 1970. Asphalt paving wraps around the building on three sides.

The building is located on Square 1386 on Lot 25 (historically Lots 7-10, 14-16). The irregularly shaped Square
1386 is bound by V Street, NW to the north, U Street, NW to the east and south, and MacArthur Boulevard, NW
to the southwest. 48" Place, NW bisects the Square.

Narrative Description

The Safeway located at 4865 MacArthur Boulevard, NW in Washington, DC is a a simple rectangular building that
is utilitarian in presentation with undistinguished architectural character. Initially constructed in 1941, the
building was almost doubled in size in 1956. The main block of the masonry building measures approximately 90
wide along MacArthur Boulevard by 130’ wide. This block is formed by the original block and the 1956 addition,
which extends from the original block to the northwest and increased the width of the street facade by
approximately 40 feet. A rear addition, which spans the entire width of the building, is irregular in form, and was
added at some point between 1964 and 1970. Asphalt paving wraps around the building on three sides.

’

The entire building is clad in brick that has been painted and is topped by a flat slag roof. There is a parapet on
the southwest (front) facade, which wraps around to the western portion of the northwest (side) elevation. The
entire building features metal coping.

There is brick quoining on the northwest and southwest corner of the southwest facade. A large vertical crease
in the building’s facade provides evidence of the building’s original form. A blind window is located on the
northern portion (addition) of the facade, and three courses of raised brick, which framed signage on the front
facade of the original block, are still visible. There are three modern signs and one banner attached to the front
facade.



The parapet extends wraps around to the northwest elevation from the southwest elevation. Brick quoining is
evident at the eastern edge of the parapet. In addition to piping, evenly spaced pendant lighting is located just
below the coping. A contemporary sign reading “Safeway” has been affixed to the elevation. The southeast
elevation features evenly spaced pilasters. Either a pendant light or a vent is centered between the pilasters. The
northern portion of the rear addition features a loading dock. HVAC systems, visible from the ground level, are

located on the roof of the rear addition.

The only fenestration on the building - large non-original show window, composed of six casement windows and
the primary entrance -- is centered on the front facade of the original portion of the building. The primary
entrance is located off-center, and features a modern sliding door with side lights and a transom. A non-original
secondary entrance is located within a glass entry vestibule covered by a flat roofed hood supported by two
round poles on the northwest elevation. Dentils characteristic of the Colonial Revival style adorn the hood.

Original Construction

On January 9, 1941, a ground lease for the property
described as “Lots numbered Seven (7) and Eight (8) in
Block numbered Twelve (12) in the subdivision of part
of ‘Whitehaven’ now called ‘Palisades in
Potomac’...now known for the purposes of assessment
and taxation as Square Numbered Thirteen Hundred
and Eight-nine” was executed between members of the
Kogod family and the Sanitary Grocery Company, Inc.?
At the time of the initial lease, the land described
above was unimproved.

In September 1941, the Kogods applied for a permit to
construct a one-story brick and hollow-tile building for
an estimated cost of $20,000.00. The proposed store,
located on the premises leased by the Sanitary Grocery
Company, was to measure measuring 130’ by about
50’, and was to be constructed on a concrete
foundation with a flat slag roof. The unimproved Lot 7
and northeast portion of Lot 8 were to be paved in

¥o. 4135 Recorded February 7, 1942 399
at 11:48 A, M.

LEASE

This Lease, made the 9th day of January in the year one thousand nine hundred
| ana forty-one
Between Edith Kogod and Samuel Kogod, wife and husband and Roslyn Xogod and
Theodore Kogod, wife and husband party of the firet part and sometimes harelinafter

| referred to as lessor, (which ters includes the party or parties above namea, whethsr

one or more corporations or individusls), and Sanitary Orocery Compmny, Incorporated,
a Delaware corporation, party of the second part and sometimes hereinaftor reférred to |

28 lessee;

¥itnesssth: That in consideration of the mutual covenants, promises and agree-
menta herein contained, sald parties hereto do hereby covenant, promise and sgree to
and with each other as follows:

Pirat: Said party of the first part does hereby demise and leass to sald party
| of tne secom part the following desoribed real property, situated in the oity of
Washington, District of Colwmbia, designated as N. E. corner of Conduit Road and "U*
Street, N. V., to-wit:

A11 of Lotn seven (7) and eight (B) in Square 1389 among the
land records of the District of Columbia.

Sa1d premises are situated at the Northeast cormer of Conduit

DC Recorder of Deeds, Lease,
Edith Kogod and Samuel Kogod,
Rosyln Kogod and Theodore Kogod
to Sanitary Grocery Company,
Incorporated, recorded February
7, 1942, made January 9, 1942,
Liber 7721 Folio 399 No. 4135.

concrete. Architect Carroll Meigs and builder George C. Martin are listed on the application.? The building was
utilitarian in presentation. Oriented to MacArthur Boulevard, the original entry was recessed and centered the
facade. The recessed entry was flanked on either side by large show windows. It is likely that the northwest and

southwest corner of the building featured brick quoining.

1 DC Recorder of Deeds, Agreement Edith Kogod and Samuel Kogod, Rosyln
Kogod and Theodore Kogod to Sanitary Grocery Company, Incorporated,
recorded February 7, 1942, Liber 7721 Folio 415 No. 4138.

2 DC Build Permit #247716, September 23,

1941, Record Group 328,

National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC.
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In December of that year, the tenant, Sanitary Grocery
Company, Inc. applied for a permit to install a
refrigerating system, and in January 1942, the grocery
company applied to erect four single-faced signs to be
placed against the building line wall.®> Two of the signs,
measuring 2’-6” by 18’, were to say “SAFEWAY,” and
two were to be 2’-6” by 10’ reading “Drive In & Save
SAFEWAY One Hour Free Parking.”* One set of the signs
was to be erected facing MacArthur Boulevard, and the
other set was to face U Street, NW.

Later Alterations

In 1952, Safeway Stores, Inc. officially purchased the
property from the Kogod family.> At that time, Safeway
Stores, Inc. also purchased lots 9 and 10 from
independent landowners.®

In 1953, an air conditioning unit was installed in the
Safeway Store located at 4865 MacArthur Boulevard.
This improvement made the store at 4865 MacArthur

Boulevard one of over 100 air-conditioned Safeway
stores in the greater Washington area.” The store was
enlarged and likely reconfigured in circa 1956. A survey 7, p. 93.
of the site indicates that an addition, measuring 130’

DC Office of the Surveyors, Plat,
August 9, 1956, Surveyors Book CO

by about 40’ was constructed directly adjacent to the northwest elevation of the extant store, on lot 9 of Square
1389.2 The one-story addition was constructed of concrete that was faced in brick and had a flat roof. As with
the existing building, the new wing was utilitarian in presentation. A blind window was created on the northern
portion of the southwest elevation. The brick quoining that was likely present on the original northwest corner

was removed and patched. Brick quoining was added to the new northwest corner of the building.

3 DC Permit #250093, December 31, 1941, Record Group 328,
National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC.

4 DC Permit #250145, January 5, 1942, Record Group 328, National
Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC.

5 DC Recorder of Deeds, Deed, Edith Kogod and Rosyln Kogod to Safeway
Stores, Incorporated, made September 3, 1952, recorded September
10, 1952, Liber 9796 Folio 620.

6 DC Recorder of Deeds, Deed, Jack Pollekoff to Safeway Stores,
Incorporated, made September 9, 1952, recorded September 10, 1952,
Liber 9796 Folio 618; DC Recorder of Deeds, Deed, Doris Churchill Gray
to Safeway Stores, Incorporated, made July 12, 1952, recorded
September 10, 1952, Liber 9796 Folio 620.

7 Safeway Advertisement, The Washington Post, July 13, 1955.

8 DC Office of the Surveyors, Plat, August 9, 1956, Surveyors Book CO 7,
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